Certification

Certification is a form of voluntary regulation of a profession. It is the process by which a non-government organization grants recognition to persons who have met certain standards defined by that organization. Certification is designed to promote and maintain integrity and quality in a specific field. The MAPPA certification process was developed by and for Prevention professionals, it is a peer review system which assesses and evaluates specific knowledge and skill areas as well as the competencies of those providing substance abuse and other related prevention services. 

Preventionists fill a unique role among health and human service professionals, working to reduce the risks associated with the use of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, in a variety of settings using a combination of accepted strategies.  Recognizing the need to assure quality prevention services to consumers, MAPPA has established the following process by which a prevention professional is measured and tested. In return for meeting and fulfilling certification requirements, the certified Preventionist obtains a tool for marketing his/her skills and competencies. 

Purposes of Certification

The purpose of a voluntary peer certification process for Preventionists is to:

· Assure the public of a minimum level of competency for service by Preventionists.

· To provide a method whereby the highest professional standards can be established, maintained and updated. 

· To provide a respected, marketable credential of professional competency through professional recognition to qualified individuals through a process that examines demonstrated competencies.

· To promote an opportunities for professional development on an ongoing basis.

Why Become Certified?
· Certification marks the professionals who are specialists in the field. 

· Opportunity for peer networking, involvement and impact through MAPPA sponsored education conferences and committee work. 

· Certification increases professionalism of the field. 

· Employers use the credential as a basis for hiring and advancement. 

· Many employers are requesting or requiring certification upon employment. 

· Freedom to move to another state within the International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium and automatically be granted the state's credential/license.  

· Recourse for the client who may have been treated incompetently or unethically by a certified professional.

Certifications
MAPPA has three levels of certification.

Certified Prevention Professional (CPP) 
This classification is for the professional who has a number of years of experience in the field and typically functions at the supervisory level, supervising or administering multiple prevention projects or programs. This professional uses specific knowledge and skills to guide the work of others for the purpose of precluding or reducing problems caused by the use of alcohol and other drugs. This is a Maryland specific credential that meets and exceeds the international standards for CPS and is recognized throughout the world via reciprocity at the CPS level. 
Certified Prevention Specialist (CPS)  

This classification is for the professional who facilitates and promotes positive growth in self, specific populations (i.e. groups at risk developing drug and alcohol problems), and the community at large. This professional uses specific knowledge and skills to design, implement and evaluate programs aimed at precluding or reducing problems caused by the use of alcohol and other drugs. This is an international credential that is recognized throughout the world via reciprocity. 

Associate Prevention Specialist (APS)  

This classification is for the beginning professional or community person who is learning prevention skills or facilitates and promotes positive growth in self, with specific populations (i.e. afterschool programs, church youth groups, etc.).  This individual uses specific knowledge and skills to provide programs aimed at precluding or reducing problems caused by the use of alcohol and other drugs. This is not an international credential and is not recognized by the IC&RC as reciprocal.  

CPP and CPS applications must pass the examination developed by International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium/Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse (ICRC/AODA) The IC&RC exam is given two (2) times during the year:  March and September.

To be eligible to take the exam an applicant must: 

· Be of good moral character 

· Be at least 18 years old 

· Have been approved by the MAPPA Certification Committee as having met the minimum education and experience requirements for CPP or CPS 

To apply to take the IC&RC/AODA Prevention exam: Call Maryland Addictions Professional Certification Board at (866) 537-5340 and let them know you are applying to take the Prevention exam. 
Candidates who do not pass the exam must follow the same procedures again to re-take the test.

To prepare for the IC&RC Exam required for CPP and CPS individuals may obtain Prevention Candidate Guides, Study Guides and Role Delineation Studies through the IC&RC Website: http://www.icrcaoda.org/pub.asp 

Recertification

Anyone certified by MAPPA during the grandfathering period in 2005 is due for recertification by March 31, 2007. 
